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The Black Queen Cell Virus (BQCV) is a common virus found in honeybee (Apis 
mellifera) populations in a large number of European countries. Its pathogeinity has been 
mostly studied in relationship with Nosema spp., very common microsporidian parasites. The 
presence of the morphological and/or clinical signs of the disease is the first sign of the 
infection. In some cases, the infection is present in apparently healthy honeybees. Honeybee 
samples from five locations from North-Eastern Romania were selected randomly in early 
summer from beekeepers who declared a good management of the apiaries. Classical PCR 
reactions have been used for the detection of the presence of the virus in the analyzed 
colonies. Honeybee colonies studied here have been found to be positive for the virus. This is 
the first detection of the virus in this region of the country and the second one in Romania. 
These findings complementing the overall study of this virus in Europe indicate an additional 
threat to the Romanian honeybee industry. 
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